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reaction came in Germany, as in Italy, Prussia did not, like
Piedmont, stand out for freedom and make itself the model
State of Germany; on the contrary she reverted to her old
military absolutism at the first opportunity. And so the
dreams of German liberty, like the dreams of complete
German unity, disappeared before the stern necessity of
accepting the supremacy of a politically reactionary State ;
and the Prussianisation which followed did much to
neutralise altogether the liberalising influences of the south.
It is therefore possible to maintain that the political in-
stitutions of Germany have come to represent more and
more the genius and will of the population. " The Germany
of the twentieth century," maintains a recent writer, " is
not two but one. The currents have mingled their waters,
and the Prussian torrent now has the depth and volume
of the whole main-stream of German thought." I
It may be so; it may be that the Germany of Goethe,
Schiller, and Beethoven has been absorbed by the Germany
of Bismarck, Moltke, and Eoon; but it must not be forgotten
at the Same time that, since their day, yet another Germany
has come into being, the Germany of Marx, Engels,and Bebel,
a Germany which is represented by more than a third of the
voters in the Empire. The old line of cleavage had barely
closed up when a new and much more fundamental schism
appeared in the State, that between imperialism and social
democracy. The existence of this tremendous revolutionary
force in Germany, determined to overthrow the militarist
regime of Prussia and to re-establish the State on a demo-
cratic basis, is an unanswerable proof that the government of
the Empire is not in any true sense representative. Prussia
has in this direction also impeded the development of the
national idea and given mechanical unity at the expense
i Pound Table, Sept. 1914, p. 628.